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Policy statement 
 
North Islington Nursery School is committed to meeting the needs of all pupils including those with 
special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). The  
SEND policy should show how the setting works towards meeting the needs of children with SEND 
and how their learning and development is supported. 
Our expectation is that children and young people with SEND will receive an education that enables 
them to make progress. 
 
The principle of North Islington Nursery Schoolôs Special Educational Needs & Disabilities Policy is 
that all children should receive a broad and balanced curriculum relevant to their needs and stage of 
development; involving active participation by the range of children with SEND.  
In order to achieve success and make progress all children with SEND need time, specific forms of 
support, carefully structured teaching programmes and in some cases the use of alternative means 
of communication. Some children who have learning difficulties require learning experiences to be 
suitably presented and differentiated to match their needs and interests. The important common 
factor is for access to the curriculum to be facilitated by whatever means necessary to ensure that 
success is achieved. 
At North Islington, we aim to identify these needs as soon as they arise and provide teaching and 
learning experiences that enable every child to reach their full potential. 
 
All the staff in the school are teachers of children with Special Educational Needs. We adopt a 
'whole school approach' to SEND that involves all staff adhering to a model of good practice. This 
includes a commitment to teaching that effectively meets the learning and development needs of all 
children, recognising each child is unique and different.  
 

Aims 
 
Á To recognise the importance of early identification and assessment for all children and aim to 

meet these needs as early as possible. 
 
Á To ensure all medical and care needs are met. 
 
Á To ensure that all children experience a wide range of play experiences through a broad, 

balanced and relevant differentiated curriculum and that it is differentiated to meet the needs and 
interests of individual children.  

 
Á To have high aspirations for the children with SEND to achieve their full potential.  
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Á We will make reasonable adjustments to our provision and practice to meet the needs of 

individual children in line with the SEND code of Practice and the Equality Act 2010. For 
example, providing a walking frame or a specialist feeding chair.  

 
Á We have a statutory duty to complete a progress check for two year olds. This is always shared 

with parents and a written summary is completed. The progress check will be carried out by a 
person who knows your child well and the Deputy Head teacher. If there are any areas where 
progress is less than expected in partnership with parents, we would agree further action 
together.  

 
Á To integrate and include all children as fully as possible into the daily life of the school and 

involve them in a manner appropriate to their stage of development (e.g. communication through 
use Makaton and visuals, specific sensory experiences or providing a standing frame).   

 
Á To organise staffing so that an appropriate level of support is in place for the teaching and care 

needs of the individual child or groups of children. 
 

Á To ensure that robust systems are in place to assess, plan, do and review childrenôs progress. 
(see page 4) 

 
Á To recognise the vital role parents/carers play in the identification and assessment of their 
childrenôs needs. We will work in partnership with parents valuing and integrating their views and 
contributions. We will fully involve them in decision-making concerning strategies for supporting 
their children. 

 
Á To adopt a multidisciplinary approach to meeting childrenôs special educational needs. We will 

ensure that parents/carers and staff receive relevant and appropriate support from external 
professional bodies and that all those in contact with the school are aware of the special 
educational needs provision.  

 
Á In consultation with parents and other professionalsô staff will consider the childôs feelings and 

views in all decisions which affect them in the most age and developmentally appropriate way.  
 
Á We are committed to providing and facilitating attendance at in-service training in special 

educational needs. Working together we also aim to identify the training needs of individual staff 
members. 

 
Á See Appendix 1 for a definition of a child with special educational needs. 
 
 
 

Working with Special Educational Needs & Disabilities at North Islington Nursery 
School 
 
North Islington Nursery School is an inclusive nursery setting and we believe that all children should 
be valued equally and individually.  The school is accessible and includes wheelchair accessible 
toilets and a lift for children and adults. We will ensure that any future additions or modifications to 
the premises consider the needs of those with special educational needs and disabilities. 
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Role of the Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator 
 
We have a named Special Educational Needs & Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENCO) Becky Powell 
who is allocated time and resources to allow for the carrying out the duties listed below. 
 
The SENCO has a leading role in: 
                  

¶ ensuring that relevant Codes of Practice and legislation is implemented effectively 
throughout the school. 

¶ ensuring that childrenôs SEND profiles and records are kept up to date and that they 
are confidential and kept securely in line with Data Protection. 

¶ ensuring effective liaison with parents and other professionals takes place with 
respect to children with SEND. 

¶ coordinating meetings to write and review individual short-term plans. 

¶ making relevant referrals to the appropriate professionals following discussions with 
parents/carers and staff.  

¶ where appropriate make a request to the local authority for an Education Health Care 
Plan and provide relevant information to contribute to the Plan if agreed.  

¶ advising parents and staff with respect to aspects of SEND. 

¶ reviewing the effectiveness of the schoolôs SEND policy and procedures. 

¶ ensuring that there is a positive transition for all children with SEND to any new 
setting. 

¶ coordinating staff training in the area of SEND. 
 
The Governing Body has some responsibility for ensuring the effectiveness and monitoring of the 
schoolôs special educational needs provision. The governor for SEN is Collette Milward. 
 
Staff roles and responsibilities 
 
All staff at North Islington Nursery are responsible for meeting the needs of children with SEND. The 
SENCO will support staff and coordinate provision across the school. The SENCO will share 
relevant information about individual children and agreed strategies to support their progress.   
 

 

Parent Participation  
 
The school will actively seek the involvement of parents in the education of their children. It is 
recognised that it is particularly important with pupils who have SEND where the support and 
encouragement of parents is often the crucial factor in achieving success. Parents will always be 
kept informed about the special educational needs experienced by their children in accordance with 
the recommendations outlined in the Code of Practice. Communications between the parent and the 
school will be consistently maintained.  
We will always discuss with Parents before we seek support from an external agency. The school 
will work to ensure that children are fully aware of their own needs when possible. 
We will encourage all children to be independent learners and to work towards a positive 
progression to adulthood from the earliest stage. 

 

 

Admissions Arrangements for Children with SEN 
 
North Islington Nursery School serves a diverse community in north London. We accept children 
according to agreed criteria.  
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As part of our intake, we have 1/3 places throughout the age range reserved for children referred by 
Islington Priority Early Learning (PEL) panel (for Children in Need). Some of these children will 
already have an identified special need.  
In addition, we have three assessment places reserved for children with severe and complex needs 
who are placed with us through the Priority Early Learning SEND panel (PELSEND), which meets 
termly and includes professional representation from Childrenôs Services and Whittington Health.   
Parents will have the opportunity to meet with the Special Educational Needs & Disabilities 
Coordinator (SENCO) either before they accept the offer of a place or once they have decided to do 
so. (These meetings are informal and do not take the place of target setting Short Term Planning 
meetings). 
 
 

The Education of Children with Special Needs & Disabilities 
 
The education of children with special educational needs & disabilities takes place alongside their 
peer group. On occasion, some children may need to work in a small group or individually out of the 
main setting to work on specific agreed targets to further their development. As far as possible we 
aim to keep children with their age group, but we consider the developmental needs of the child and 
the views of the parents and health professionals as appropriate. When necessary, a risk 
assessment is carried out before making a decision.  

 
 

 

The Identification of Children with SEND 
 
The monitoring of individual childrenôs progress throughout the school is essential. Where a child 
appears not to be making progress either generally or in a specific area of learning/development, 
then it may be necessary to present different opportunities for learning or use alternative 
approaches to learning. Where ongoing difficulties may indicate the need for a level of support 
above that which is normally available to children, after consultation with parents and other staff 
members the SENCO may need to seek advice and support from outside agencies.  
 
Concerns raised by staff and/or parents/carers are discussed amongst staff at room meetings and 
with the parents/carers as appropriate. These concerns are recorded and entered on the SEND 
tracking form and it is then decided what level of support may be required. 
Where a child is thought to have a special educational need and his/her first language is not English 
every effort will be made to assess him/her in his/her home language. Where necessary interpreters 
will be used to ensure that parents who are speakers of other languages are able to contribute fully 
to all assessments, meetings, etc. concerning their child. 
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Waves of Intervention 
 
The Waves of Intervention model (National Strategies) describes how different levels of intervention 
can be understood and systematically implemented.   

     
 
We use this model to enable us to support those children that we identify as requiring support in 
meeting age related expectations throughout the school.  
 
 
 
Coordinating SEND provision 
In line with the SEN code of Practice we offer a �³�J�U�D�G�X�D�W�H�G���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H�´��to teaching and learning for 
children with SEND. The ñgraduated responseò includes a cycle of action to identify and secure good 
progress in partnership with parents.   
 

 
The SENCO has responsibility for overseeing and leading the above process and to ensure that 
communication with families, staff and outside agencies is as smooth as possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


